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Washington -- U.S. Representative John Olver (D-First District)                announced today that the full House approved $200,000 in its FY                Š99 Energy and Water Appropriations bill for restoration efforts                of Parker Pond in Gardner. The funding, earmarked for the Army Corps                of Engineers, will provide for engineering, assessment, and long-term                revitalization of the Pond.              

The Energy and Water Appropriations bill cleared the Appropriations                Committee in June. The President is expected to sign the bill by                October 9, 1998.              

"I am very pleased that I was able to secure this funding for Parker                Pond. I have had numerous discussions with Mayor Manca about the                importance of restoring Parker Pond.&nbsp; We both pledged to make                this a top priority, and I am elated that I was able to get the                project off the ground," said Olver.              

"Everyone in Gardner and the surrounding region should be able                to enjoy one of the community's great natural resources. We have                a responsibility to restore the pond to its original vitality so                that the community can benefit from its recreational uses," Rep.                Olver said.              

Presently the pond suffers from a dense growth of vegetation, excessive                nutrients, a substantial accumulation of silt from a large storm                drain, and a dam system classified as inadequate by the state Office                of Dam Safety.              

The funding will be used to begin restorations as outlined in the                1996 feasibility evaluation conducted by the City. This will include                dredging to achieve adequate water depth for fish survival and boat                passage, and controlling aquatic plant growth that impedes recreational                use.              

In late June representatives from EPA and Army Core of Engineers                met with Mayor Manca and representatives from John Olver's office                at the Pond to discuss the remediation process.             
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